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/'//•./— Are  yoii  tlic  Owner  or  Proprietor  ofany  Lan<l,  held  en  roture,  in  any  Fief  or  Seigniory 
witiiiti  iliis  I'lovince?  if  yea,  please  st'tic  in  what  Fief  or  Seigniory. 

Stcond—\\o\y  long  Imvo  yoii  been  in  possession  ol'  the  said  Land  T 

Y'/iiVu'— Who  was  ihe  Proprietor  of  the  said  Land  beJurc  you?   and  how  long  did  he  possess 
the  same,  if  you  know  it ! 

Fourth— Ate  you  in  possession  of  llie  original  Deed  of  Concession  of  the  said  Land,  or  of  a 
copy  thereof?  if  yea,  will  you  ho  pleased  to  furnish  the  Board  willi  a  certified  copy  of  such  deed 
of  Concession. 

Fift/i—h-  you  arc  not  in  possession  of  .^uch  Deed  of  Concession,  or  of  a  copy  thereof,  can  you 
iiilorm  tho  Board  who  is? 

Si.cl/i~ Arc  you  in  i)oss^ssion  of  any  Tilre-^-mtvel  made  and  executed  by  yourself  or  by  any 
olher  person,  holding  the  said  Land,  before  you,  lor  and  touching  tho  same?  if  yea,  will  you  be 
pleased  to  furnish  the  Board  with  a  copy  of  sucli  Tilre-J^ovvcl  / 


is? 


Sevenlh~\(  you  are  not  iu  possession  of  such  Tiln-jYouvd,  ^vill  you  inform  the  Board  who 


AV!,./4?/i— From  the  perusal  of  such  l)oo,l  of  Concession  and  Titie-jVouvel,  have  you  noticed 
lliat  ihert-  are  any  and  what  dilTercncos  belwoen  the  ,iuanlum  of  Cais  el  llenlcn  Sei;;n<'.uriuhs,  or 
other  charges  and  b.iitliens,  sl'pulated  in  ihe  sai.l  Concession,  and  those  stipulated  in  tho  Jaid 
Tilre-jYouvel  I  if  yea,  please  state  lully  for  (he  Inf.rnKUion  of  ihe  Board,  in  what  particular  they 
vary  the  one  iVom  the  other, 

A*/«M— What  is  tne  extent  of  your  Land  in  front  and  doplh,  and  in  what  Range  or  Conces- 
sion is  it  siliialo  \ 

rent/i—llxvti  not  '/'(V/ev-.Aoiu'f/j  lately,  and  when,  been  made  and  executed  by  the  Uubilatis 
or  CcH.„l,mcs  of  the  said  AY,//  if  yea,  can  you  inform  the  Board  whether  the  whole  or  the  major 
part  of  the  said  iMitan.un-  C,:,iMl„irn  acceded  thereto,  an,l  who  was  the  Notary  employed  in 
that  service  f 

E/nenl/i-D\d  you  or  di.l  any  other  Ceniilinrc  to  your  knowledge,  at  the  time  of  passing  such 
ritn:.Xo„rd,  complain  of,  or  object  to,  any  of  the  chaiges  or  burthens  imposed  upon  the  said 
Land,  or  to  any  of  the  resei  vationn  made  by  the  Seignior,  or  to  any  of  the  obligations  imposed  upon 

you  or  such  other  Camlni.c  in  relaiion  to  such  Lands  ?  if  yea,  will  you  state  tho  nature  of  such 

C(Miiplaiiils(U'  objections? 

Tu'dfll,-\(,  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  such  7V/;«vVo.n/.v,- ahy  complaints  or  objec- 
Iions  were  made,  will  you  inform  Ihe  IJuard  whether  such  complaints  were  general  on  fh„  part  of 
*lic  liMbni'!  or  Ccn.^,tn,m,  or  the  major  part  of  thorn,  or  only  a  few  of  them  T 


Thirtfent/i~-\lo\v  many  Soigninrial  Mills  (Mmilins  Bannuvx)  are  iliere  in  (lie  suiil  Kief  f 

Fouruenlh— Are  liio  said  Mills  useJ  kxclusivei.y  by  the  Habilans  or  CtntUaires  of  the 
ai.l  Fitf  for  grinding  the  Grain  \v!iicli  they  are  bound  to  cause  to  be  ground  at  the  said  Bannal 

Mills? 

Fiflemt/i—Wefe  (he  said  Mills  originally  buiit  as  Bannal  Mills  (Moulins  Bannmix)  for  the  sole 
use  of  the  CensHaires'i  or  were  such  Mills,  or  any  of  them,  buHl  and  intended  for  grinding  Grain 
generally,  as  matte,  of  interest  or  speculation  on  the  part  of  the  Seignior?  if  yea,  please  state  how 
many  Mills,  if  there  are  more  than  one,  in  the  sa'd  Hef,  are  exclusively  used  as  Banna!  Mills  by 
tlic  Censitaims,  and  how  many  as  general  Manufacturing  Mills,  and  also  how  many  are  used  for 
both  purposes? 

SixteenlA—WiW  you  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Board,  the  true  and  cxaci  value  of  every 
such  Mill?  distinguishir.g  and  keeping  apart  those  Mills  used  exclusively  by  the  Censilmrcs  as 
Bannal  Mills  (Moulins  nannaux)  from  those  used  as  Manufacturing  Mills,  and  also  from  those  used 
for  both  purposes. 

Seventeenth— Have  you  ever  bought,  by  private  Sale,  or  at  SherilT's  Sale,  or  by  Licitalion,  any 
Lar.d,  or  any  Lot  of  Land  or  Emplacement  in  the  said  Fief,  whereupon  the  Seignior  has  exercise.l 
his  right  of  Reirail  Comvntionnel  ?  if  yea,  will  you  inform  the  Board  wliat  was  the  real  and  true 
value  of  such  Land  or  Emplacement  including  the  value  of  the  Buildings,  if  any  thereon,  and  also 
state  the  value  of  the  Land  or  Emplacement  without  such  Buildings,  and  at  what  pries  you  had  pur- 
chased tliem  ? 

Eighteenth— h,  or  is  not,  the  right  of  Redemption  (Retroit  Cmventionnel)  as  exercised  by 
Seigniors  in  this  Province,  considered  one  of  a  very  onerous  nature,  to  the  Censitairca  ! 

Mneteenth—HaB  any  Seignior,  to  your  knowledge,  renounced  his  right  of  Redemption  (Reirait 
Conventionnel,)  to  and  in  favour  of  any  purchaser  or  adjudicatnire  in  consideration  ofn  iojij/spro- 
raised  or  paid  him  by  such  purchaser  ?  if  yea,  will  you  please  slate  the  case  or  cases,  and  what  was 
the  amount  of  money  promised  or  paid  such  Seignior  over  and  above  the  Lods  et  Ventes  he  was  en- 
titled .0,  and  the  amount  of  the  ptirchase  money  in  such  cases,  and  the  true  value  of  the  Property 
sold  or  adjudged? 

Twentieth— U  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  Redo.nption  (Reirait)  of  rare  or  frequent  occurrence 
in  the  said  F  .f? 

Twenly-finl—Do  you  consider  the  right  of  Lods  et  Ventes  due  to  Seigniors  on  every  Sale,  or 
act  equivalent  to  a  Sale,  one  of  a  very  onerous  and  hurthepsome  nature  to  the  Ccnsitaires  1  is  it  to 
your  knowledge,  generally  complained  of?  and  are  the  Hahitans  or  Ccnsitaires  desirous  of  re!ie-  -ng 
themselves  from  the  payment  of  this  right?  and  are  you  of  opinion  that  it  is  their  wish  to  cc,  jlo 
with  their  Seigniors  in  relation  to  that,  and  other  Seigniorial  charges  and  burthens  ? 


;nior  m 


Twenty-second— Among  the  many  charges  and  reservations  made  in  favour  of  the  Seignio 
the  original  Concepsion  of  your  Land,  or  in  the  Titre-Jfouiel  which  may  have  been  executed  li)r 
the  same,  is  there  a  clause  whereby  the  Seignior  reserves  for  himself  and  his  successors,  all  or  any 
part  of  the  Pine  or  Oai  Timber  growing  on  the  said  Land  ? 

Twenty.third-h,  or  is  not  such  a  reservation  of  a  very  onerous  and  burthensonie  nature? 
does  it,  or  does  it  not  impede  the  Censitairc  in  clearing  his  Land  and  making  the  usual  and  requisite 
improvements  in  the  way  of  cultivation  ?  and  is,  or  is  not  this  reservation  and  charge  loudly  and 
generally  complained  of? 

Tweniyfourth-\\x,ve  you  or  have  any  Ccnsitaires  holding  Land  en  roture,  in  the  said  FieJ 
or  Seigniory  ever  applied  to  the  Seignior  to  obtain  from  him  a  commutation  of  Tenure  into  the  Tenure 
of  Franc  Mcu  Roturier  or  into  any  other  and  what  Tenure  ?  If  yea.  please  inform  the  Board  how 
many  appl.cations  were  n>ade  and  l,y  whom,  if  you  know,  and  slate  further,  whether  these 
applications  were  granted  or  not,  and  if  not,  state  the  reasons  why  ;  and  if  granted,  slate  upon  what 
terms  and  conditions. 


Twenlij-ftfl/i~\rym\  or  the  CemHairm  of  tlio  snij  FitJ  linve  not  olready  applied  to  your  Seignior 
for  a  commutnlion  of  Toniiro,  would  you  iiave  any  objection  to  commute  tlie  Seigniorial  Tenure  into 
that  of  Franc  Men  Roturier  or  into  any  other  and  what  Tenure?  if  you  have  no  objection,  say  so, 
and  state  what  Tenure  you  would  prefer,  other  than  the  Seigniorial  Tenure;  but  if  you  object  to  a 
change  of  Tenure,  please  stale  to  tlie  Board  your  reasons  of  objection. 

7\fcn<y-Mx(A— Have  you,  or  ha»  any  other  habitant,  to  yr  ir  knowledge,  ever  applied  to  your 
Seignior,  or  to  the  Seignior  of  any  other  Fief,  to  obtain  from  him  Land  in  Free  and  Common  Soc- 
cage,  or  under  any  oilier  and  what  Tenure?  if  yea,  state  the  number  of  applications,  for  what  ex- 
tent of  Land,  whether  wild  or  improved  Land,  and  the  Tenure  asked  for ;  on  what  conditions,  and 
whether  such  applications  were  granted  or  refused,  and  if  refused,  why. 

Twenty-seventh— Do  you,  or  do  you  not  consider  the  right  of  exacting  Loth  et  Venies  on  Sales, 
or  Acts  equivalent  to  Sales,  of  Lots  or  Emplncemenli,  lying  and  situate  in  Cities,  Towns  and  popu- 
lous Villngeu,  to  bo  of  a  very  onerous  and  burthensome  nature  and  much  more  objectionable  than 
in  the  Country  generally  ?  and  does,  or  does  not  the  value  of  the  Buildings  erected  on  such  Lots  or 
Emplacements  generally  amount  to  double  that  of  the  Lot  or  Emplacement  when  bare  and  without 
Buildings? 

Twenty-eighth— Is,  or  is  not  the  right  of  Lods  et  Venies  in  such  a  case  highly  injurious  to  in- 
dustry and  commerce,  and  is  it,  or  is  it  not  very  generally  complained  f  as  a  hindrance  to  public 
improvement? 

Twenty-ninth-Can  you  suggest  to  the  Board,  any  plan  or  scheme  of  Commutation  whereby 
the  riglit  of  Lods  et  Veriles  might  be  oxtinguished,  as  well  as  the  right  of  Redemption,  that  of 
Bannality  and  the  reservations  made  by  Seigniors  ol'tlie  Pine  and  Oak  Timber  growing  on  lands 
held  en  rolure?  If  yea,  will  jou  please  state  fully,  for  the  information  of  the  Boanl,  what  plan  or 
scheme  you  would  recommend  to  efl'ect  this  desirable  object. 

Thirtieth—Has  the  Seignior  of  the  Fief  of  which  you  are  Censitaire,  or  liave  his  autevrs  or 
predecessors  to  your  knowledge,  ever  conceded  any  Wild  Lands  {Terres  en  bois  dehout)  to  any 
person  whatsoever,  on  the  usual  and  ordinary  terms  of  the  oldest  concessions  in  the  said  Fief  or 
Seigniory,  with  a  private  understanding  between  the  Seignior  and  the  Grantee,  that  such  Wild  Lands 
(Terres  en  bois  debout)  should  be  afterwards  sold  in  their  wild  state,  and  the  price  or  consideration 
of  such  sale  shared  with  the  original  Crantee  ?  If  yea,  will  you  please  state  for  the  informalion  of 
the  Board,  in  how  many  instances  this  has  occurred,  the  names  of  the  Seignior  and  Grantee,  in  each 
case,  and  the  consideration  in  money  subsequendy  obtained  by  virtue  of  such  sale  or  sales,  and  how 
and  in  what  proportion  shared. 

Thirty  first — Have  any  actions  ever  been  instituted  by  yourself  or  by  any  of  your  auleurs  or 
predecessors  or  by  others,  to  eanccl  and  annul  Contracts,  such  as  those  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
Interrogatory,  which  has  been  entered  into, either  with  the  Agent  of  sucli  Seignior,  or  the  person  in- 
terposed by  such  Seignior,  and  to  recover  the  price  or  sum  so  paid  ?  if  yen,  be  pleased  to  state,  for 
the  information  of  the  Board,  the  names  of  the  parties  to  such  Suit  or  Action,  when  brought,  the 
nature  of  the  Action,  in  what  District  and  in  what  Court  instituted,  the  date  of  the  Judgment,  if 
any  rendered,  and  in  whose  favour. 


Thirty-second — Have  any  and  how  many  inhabitants,  to  your  knowledge,  ever  applied  to  your 
Seignior  or  to  any  other  Seignior,  to  obtain  Grants  or  Concessions  en  Roture  of  Wild  Lands  {Tirres 
en  Bois  debout),  upon  die  terms  and  conditions  usual  and  current  previous  and  up  to  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eleven  ?  If  yea,  have  such  applications  been  granted  ?  If  nay,  state  the 
reasons  why,  if  you  know  them. 

Thirty-third — Can  you  from  any  original  Grant  or  from  any  old  Title  in  your  possession,  state 
with  certainty,  the  quantum  of  Cens  ct  Rentes,  and  other  charges  and  burthens  which  were  affixed 
♦o  the  Concessions  of  AVild  Lands  (  7'e'VTS  rn  Bois  deliont)  at  that  early  period  of  the  settlement  of 
the  Country?     If  yea,  please  state  such  rates  and  charges  fully,  for  the  information  of  the  Board. 

Thirty-fourth— Han  your  Seignior  or  his  auteurs  or  predecessors,  ever  sued  you  or  your 
nuiews  or  predecessors,  to  your  knowledge,  lor  not  settling  upon  {tenir  feu  el  lieu)  or  clearing 
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ami  ciiflivatiiig  wltlilii  the  tiino  limiteil  in  tdo  DioJ  uf  Concession  of  your  f.nii.l,  ih'?  VViKI  LsnJ, 
(Terns  en  Voir  Moul),  so  oonceJed  to  you  or  to  your  auleiin  ami  preileceisors  I  If  yen,  will  vuii 
pleoso  state  tiio  names  of  ilio  partie:",  wlien  the  action  was  i)roiiglit,  tlu  nntnro  of  hucIi  action, 
wiietlier  en  rhmion  au  Domaine,  or  ntiierwisu,  ami  tho  Jmlginent  renileri'd,  il"  any,  in  mIioho  favor, 
when,  and  by  what  Court  anil  in  what  Dihiiict  ? 

Thirty-jiftii — Have  yon,  or  liave  your  hh/cmm  oi  pro lecos.sor.",  ornnyotlior  ihii:il)ilniil,  to 
yonr  knowlciige,  ever  inmituteJ  iiny  nclion  or  acliuns  against  any  S.'ii^nior,  on  ii'rn^ul  l)y  !<u<'li  Sei- 
gnior to  grant  or  concede  tliom,  en  lioiure,  Wild  l/inds  (Terns  en  Uois  dibuut,)  to  ciini|icl  melt 
Seignior  to  make  sticli  grant,  and  to  exocnlo  lliu  usual  and  ordinary  IX'i'd  or  Tiilo  7  If  y.-a,  bo 
pleased  to  slate  llie  names  of  tlio  partii's,  the  nature  of  iliu  aciionj,  when  and  wIuti-  iiit<tituled,  tlia 
Judgment  rendered,  and  in  whose  favour. 

Thirty-aixih — Do  you  know  of  any  action  liaving  heen  in^tilnled  liy  any  iiilialiitnnt  against  n 
Soignior,  to  compel  such  S.'i^nior  to  concede  any  Wild  l,ands  (  i<rres  cii  lluis  delioul,)  u(>on  the  sninu 
terms  ami  conditions  as  those  impoj-ed  on  the  Wild  Lands  (  Tcrrcs  en  Uoin  de.  bout,)  already  conceded  in 
his  Seigniory  (mix  mimes  droits  imposes  sur  ies  autres  Terres  concidees  dans  In  dite  Seigneurie)  I 
If  yea,  state  the  names  of  tho  parties,  die  nature  of  iho  actions,  when  inslitnled,  in  what  Court,  tlio 
date  nnJ  nature  of  the  Judgment,  and  in  whose  favour. 

Thirty-seventh— \^  ^aw  know  not  of  any  such  actions,  do  you  know  any  Seis^iiior  who  h,i) 
refuscil,  on  application  made  to  him,  to  concede  Wild  Lands  (  Terns  en  Jiui.i  dtLoiit.)  in  his  Fiifvr 
Seis;niory,  on  the  terms  and  conditions  slated  in  tiio  preceding  question  !  If  yea,  slate  the  names  of 
the  applicants,  and  the  names  o(  the  Seignior  who  so  refusr  ',  ami  when  such  refusal  occurred. 

Thirty-eighth— Maw  tho  Censitaires  of  any  Fief  or  Scinniory  in  the  Province,  to  your  know- 
ledge,  ever  complained  lo  the  constituted  Authorities  in  the  Cunntry  of  the  Sei[{nioriol  Tenure 
generally,  or  of  any  of  its  hnrlhens  in  particular,  and  of  which  /  If  yea,  will  you  stale  what  was 
the  natcne  of  such  complaints,  whether  they  were  made  atdillerent  periods,  and  generally  throimliout 
the  Province,  or  only  in  certain  sections,  and  if  so,  state  in  what  sections  i 

r/j(>/y-ni'n/A— Would  a  change  of  Tenure,  in  yonr  opinion,  improve  Uio  condition,  and  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  people  !     If  yea,  what  otiicr  Tenure  would  you  recommend  I 

Fortieth— llave  you  ever  mattirely  considered  the  suhject !  If  yea,  will  you  point  out  a  tchoino 
or  plan,  whereby  the  diHiculties  and  inconveniences  which  have  rcbulled,  and  may  hereafter  result 
from  the  Seigniorial  Tenure  may  Iw  removed,  in  a  manner  consistent  with  jnsiico  lo  all  pnriie» 
concerned ! 

Fort y-frst— Can  you  point  out  lo  this  Board  a  plan  whereby  a  general  ami  uniform  system  ol' 
Commutation,  on  a  lair  ami  equitable  basis,  might  be  established  f  If  yea,  will  you  please  statu  so, 
fully,  in  answer  to  this  question. 

Forty-second— Do  you  think  it  at  sll  practicable  to  modily  thn  Seigniorftf  Tenure,  as  a(  present 
existing,  so  as  to  relieve  tho  Censitaires  of  the  many  l)eavy  burthens  whereftfthey  complain,  wilhont 
abolishing  it  altogether,  and  without  injustice  lo  the  Seianior  !  If  yea,  please  stale,  fully  an.l  ;,t 
large,  for  the  information  of  this  Hoard,  what  means,  in  your  opinion,  ought  to  be  emp'oyed  lo  elloct 
so  desirable  an  object  I 

Forty-third— Aihnatin^  that  ymi  should  be  of  opi-nion  that  a  Commutation  of  Tenure  lia:j 
become  necessary,  that  il  is  the  wish  of  the  Ceiisiluircs  g;'ncrally,  and  that  the  Seigniors,  or  tho 
major  part  of  them,  are  ready  and  willinir  to  Conimnte,  would  you  consider  the  appoinlment  of 
Arbitrators,  indilf^renily  chosen  by  the  Seignior  ami  Vinsitnirc,  with  power  to  the  said  Arbitrators, 
to  name  an  Umpire  (Tiers  arbitre)  In  caso  ofa  dillereme  of  ^.  .niion,  a  fit  and  proper  mode  (f  esta- 
blishing the  rights  and  interests  of  the  respective  parties?  If  nay,  whai  other  course  wou'.l  you 
suggest  ? 


For/^-/(/urM— Have  you  ever  seen  the  Bill  intitu'ed,  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  voluninry 
tomnwUation  of  the  Seigniorial  Tenure  in  tiiu  Seigniories  of  Lower  CiuuK'a  f"     If  yea,  would  iha^ 
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Rill,  if  passed  into  a  Law,  in  your  opinion,  meet  the  wishes  of  the  people  t  If  nay,  will  you  pleaM 
Rtato  Tully  tho  objections  entertained  against  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  said  Bill  7 — (In  case  you 
have  not  seen  tho  said  Bill,  a  copy  is  herewith  handed  you.) 

Forty-fifth— WiW  you  bo  picosed  to  favor  the  Board  wiUi  n  list  of  the  several  Seignioral  R.ghls, 
Chorges,  and  Reservations,  which  your  Seignior  claims  and  demands  of  you  a«  his  Cintitaire  under 
and  by  virtue  of  tho  Orant  and  Title  under  which  ho  lioldn  his  Seigniory  or  Fief,  or  of  the  Deed  of 
Concession,  under  which  you  hold  your  lands  in  his  Fief  or  Seigniory  1 

Forty-sixth — Will  you  be  pleased  to  furnish  the  Board  with  your  opinion  as  to  the  most  equita- 
ble mode  of  establishing  the  value  in  money,  of  each  of  the  said  Seigniorial  Rights,  Charges  and 
Reservations  with  a  view  to  their  redemption  in  moneyr  should  (uch  a  measure  be  recommended? 

Forty-seventh — What  scale  or  rate  would  you  propose  as  the  basis  for  the  calculation  of  the 
value  in  money,  of  the  several  Seigniorial  Rights  to  which  you  are  subjected  as  one  of  the  Censitairei 
of  the  said  Seigniory  or  Fief  ? 


Forty-eighth — Should  there  be  any  matter  reloting  to  the  important  subject  of  the  foregoing 
Interrogatories,  and  omitted  therein,  which  in  your  opinion  would  afford  further  information  to  the 
Board,  will  you  be  pleased  to  slate  the  same,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner,  as  if  you  had  been 
particularly  requested  bo  to  do  1 


